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Included Highlights 
Bwindi Impenetrable National Park, Mountain Gorilla Trek 

Intended Itinerary 
It is our intention to adhere to the route described below but a certain amount of flexibility is built into the tour and on occasion 
it may be necessary or desirable to make alterations to the published itinerary. Please therefore treat the following as a guide 
only.  
 
Duration:   3 Days 
Countries visited:  Uganda 

Day 1:  
Kampala – Bwindi Impenetrable National Park 
Distance travelled +/- 540 Km 
Approx driving time: Full day 
 
We travel from our Kampala hotel and head south-west from 
the capital, following the shore of Lake Victoria on a day’s 
drive down to the Kigezi Highlands. We pass marshes and 
small towns before reaching unsealed road and making our 
way through remote villages and deep valleys of banana 
plantations to the heavily forested slopes of Bwindi. En route 
we stop off at the Equator, Royal drum makers and a lunch 
stop in Mbarara Town. Tonight, we stay in community-run 
cottages above the Buhoma village close to the park gates 
from where we’ll begin our exciting trek tomorrow morning. 
 
Accommodation: Buhoma Haven Lodge or similar – twin 
shared cottages with en-suite facilities 
Meals included: Lunch, Dinner 

 
Day 2:  
Bwindi Impenetrable National Park  
 
After an early breakfast we head to the park gates for a 
briefing with our ranger, when we meet our guide and 
trackers. We can also check we have the correct clothing and 
footwear (see ‘What to Bring’) for the excursion. Our trek 
begins, and we make our way into the forest. The beauty of 
the forest is spectacular - steep and incredibly dense - but is 
crisscrossed with numerous animal trails, allowing access to 
trekkers. The time taken and the terrain we cross varies with 
the movements of these great primates but the chance of 
seeing the family at the end of your endeavors is incredibly 
high. Once having located the gorilla ‘family’, we sit and 
watch them for one hour – the time regulated by the Uganda 
Wildlife Authority. Gorillas are extremely sociable and 
interactive primates, and groups normally number 12-20 
individuals led by an ‘alpha male’, sometimes known as the 
‘silverback’ (on account of the silver hair on his back which is 
attained on maturity). Although not the closest related 

primate to Man, at close quarters the gorilla is remarkably 
human-like – particularly in the social interaction between 
family members and in the ‘play’ activity in which the young 
engage. Photography is permitted although not with a flash, 
and there are restrictions regarding video cameras. After the 
effort of finding the gorillas and the privilege of spending 
time with these gentle apes makes it all worthwhile and is 
without doubt one of Africa’s greatest wildlife encounters. 

 
After spending time with the gorillas, we head back to our 
accommodation for a relaxing afternoon. You may like to re-
enter the park for a guided forest hike with a park ranger or 
take a community tour of the local village to visit the local 
school and ‘banana brewery’ where the local tipple ‘banana 
gin’ is made! 
 
*Please note a reasonable level of walking/hiking fitness is 
required to trek gorillas owing to the mountainous terrain 
and dense forest in which they live 
 
Accommodation: Buhoma Haven Lodge or similar – twin 
shared cottages with en-suite facilities 
Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 
Optional Excursions: Bwindi Community Walk US$30 

 
Day 3:  
Bwindi Impenetrable National Park - Kampala 
Distance travelled +/- 540 Km 
Approx driving time: Full day 
 
We leave early this morning for our day’s drive back to the 
capital. The return journey to Kampala takes you back 
through the Ugandan countryside one last time with 
wonderful memories of your amazing encounter with the 
mountain gorillas.  There will be a stop for lunch en route 
and expect to arrive in the city early evening. 
 
Accommodation: Nil 
Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch 

 
Tour Information 
TOUR STYLE:   Short Safari & Treks 
                                           This Short Safaris & Treks tour is operated by a locally based (African) ground handler who has 

maintained standards at a high level over a period of time. We believe that working with a local operator 
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in this way assists the community to benefit in a sustainable way from tourism. At the same time, it 
provides our clients with the extensive local knowledge and enthusiasm of the local staff and guides 
employed to ensure your safari is as enjoyable as it is memorable.  

WHAT’S INCLUDED:  Tour highlights, accommodation, transport, meals as indicated, services of professional diver/guide, 
Gorilla trek guides         

WHAT’S NOT INCLUDED: Visas, travel insurance, flights, airport transfers, optional activities, laundry, gratuities, passport & visa 
fees, items of a personal nature 

GORILLA PERMITS: The Uganda Wildlife Authority imposes strict regulations regarding the gorilla trekking permits. One of 
these is that permits must be booked and paid in advance. For us to do this we must collect your permit 
money, in addition to your normal deposit, at the time of booking. The permit money is not refundable 
if you cancel your tour. The Gorilla Permits currently (November 2019) cost from US$795 per person. 
Please ask your agent or Acacia for the equivalent amount in your own currency.       

ACCOMMODATION:  Twin shared accommodation with en-suite facilities 
TRANSPORT:   Minibus/ 4x4 land cruiser, foot 

 
Tour Preparation 
BOOKING INFORMATION 
Once you have paid in full you will receive a Travel Voucher giving details of your joining hotel and your ‘ticket’ for the tour and 
must be given to the tour leader at the beginning of the tour. Kampala (Entebbe, EBB) is well served by a number of airlines and 
your travel agent can advise on flights to the start of the tour. 

 
JOINING INFORMATION 
Entebbe airport is approx. 40km outside Kampala and taxi transfers are widely available between airport and the city. The tour 
begins with a pick up from your city hotel after breakfast 8:00am on day one and a drop off at your hotel at approximately 18:00 
on day three. Please ensure Acacia has your hotel details in advance of the tour. 
 
Joining Information   
Meeting point in Kampala:                               Pick up from your hotel in Kampala 
                                                                               (If we have not reserved your accommodation in Kampala for you please remember  

to tell us where you are staying the night before departure!) 
Tour start time:    08h00 (8:00am) 
Tour end point in Kampala:       Drop off at your hotel in Kampala 
Tour end time:    Late afternoon on day 3 

PRE TOUR ACCOMMODATION 
This tour departs Kampala early on day 1; we strongly recommend therefore that you plan to arrive at least the day before 
departure to overcome any jet-lag and to acclimatise to Africa. We would be happy to book pre-tour accommodation for you – 
please call or email us (or speak to your agent) with your arrival details and accommodation requirements. However please book 
early to avoid disappointment and the risk of having to find more expensive (or less convenient) lodgings.  
 
If time allows, we also suggest planning a night or two extra (after your tour) to make the most of this part of Africa. Your 
driver/guide can help with post tour accommodation if required and there are a variety of activities and excursions in the Kampala 
Area that you can arrange locally. Alternatively, if you prefer, you can pre book your accommodation at the time of booking your 
tour. 
 
See below for a guide to extra accommodation costs. These prices are a guideline only and are subject to change so please check 
with Acacia or your agent for current prices. 

 
Description Price (USD) Description Price (USD) 

Metropole Kampala   Metropole Kampala   

Pre tour accommodation – Twin/Double pp/pn $ 130 Post tour accommodation – Twin/Double pp/pn $ 130 

Pre tour accommodation – Single pp/pn 
  

$ 220 Post tour accommodation – Single pp/pn $ 220 
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What to Bring 
LUGGAGE 
Please try to keep your luggage to a minimum, bearing in mind that most airlines impose a 20kg limit. It should be brought in a 
soft backpack or rucksack along with a smaller day bag. You will need to bring a mixture of lightweight clothing and warm clothing 
for the evenings and early morning drives. We recommended you pack a small torch or headlamp, mosquito spray and a money 
pouch/ belt that can be easily hidden. Please try to avoid bringing unnecessary valuables. A power bank is useful to charge 
electronic devices.  
 
We strongly recommend the following: Rain poncho (lightweight), long-sleeved shirt, waterproof trousers, sturdy hiking boots, 
leather gardening -type gloves (for nettles in the forest), sunscreen, insect repellent and any necessary medications must be 
brought by yourselves either from your home town or from Kampala. Cameras and Camcorder are allowed but travellers need 
to carry enough accessories like batteries for them. 
 
NB UGANDA PLASTIC BAG BAN – Uganda has a ban on single-use plastic.  Prohibited items include single-use plastic carrier bags, 
shopping bags/packing plastic carrier bags. Ziplock bags and storage compartment bags (e.g toiletries) will be permitted as they 
are expected to remain in possession of traveller. We do however suggest that you leave these items behind in your country of 
origin. 

 
VACCINATIONS/HEALTH 
The table below indicates the vaccinations suggested for travel on this tour but should be treated as a guide only. You should 

seek professional medical advice from your GP or clinic at least six weeks prior to departure.  
 
Please be aware that some of the areas visited on this tour are malarial. We strongly recommend you seek professional medical 
advice for the appropriate anti-malarial tablets. 
 

Country Tetanus Diphtheria Polio Hepatitis A Hepatitis B Typhoid Meningitis Rabies Yellow 
Fever 

Malaria 

Uganda R R R R R R - R R R 

 
R = Recommended, * = If travelling from infected countries a certificate of proof may be required 
NB To be used as a guide only. Please see your GP or travel clinic for up-to-date medical advice. 

 
VISA REQUIREMENTS 
The table below indicates the visas required for travel to the countries on this tour but should be treated as a guide only. At 
least one month prior to travel seek confirmation from embassies or a visa specialist, that these requirements are still current. 
For UK citizens the Foreign & Commonwealth Office (FCO) offers free up-to-date travel info: www.fco.gov.uk. For other 
nationalities a number of travel advice websites are listed on the Acacia website. Uganda has an e-visa service. 
 

Nationality UK AUS NZ USA CAN BEL IRE NED DEN ITA GER AUT SWE FIN NOR MEX KOR 

Uganda Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

 
INSURANCE 
It is a booking condition of Acacia that you have full travel insurance valid for the duration of your tour to cover you for medical 
emergency and repatriation to your home country. Your guide will ask you for a copy of this when you join the tour. It is also 
important that you leave a copy of your insurance with the person nominated as your emergency contact. We can recommend a 
respected, specialist travel insurance provider for this tour. Please refer to: https://acacia-africa.com/travel-info for more details. 
 
In the UK the Foreign & Commonwealth Office (www.fco.gov.uk) issues free up to date travel advice for all countries visited on 
tour. Most other governments offer a similar service to citizens. We recommend you review this information before you book your 
tour. Naturally we welcome any questions you may have about security and safety on tour. 

 
 
 
 

http://www.fco.gov.uk/
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Money Matters 
PERSONAL EXPENSES  
Naturally you will require extra money for your own personal spending on the tour, for Activities and Excursions, snacks, drinks, 
souvenirs, tips and items of a personal nature. Everybody has different spending habits but as a guideline we suggest you budget 
US$15-30 per day. Also keep US$ cash for relevant airport taxes and visas needed, optional activities and any additional 
accommodation before or after your tour. 

- Spending money is best carried as cash in US dollars (US Dollars in clean, un-torn, post 2008 edition notes), 
Sterling or Euro which you then exchange into local currency on arrival and as you go. Your guide can advise 
how and when you can change the rest of your money throughout the tour.  

- Currencies are as follows: Uganda - Shilling.  
- ATM machines are found in Kampala. Please note they are sometimes unreliable (and therefore should not be 

relied upon). 
- Credit cards can be used to pay for optional activities although charges may be high by western standards (+/- 

5%). We recommend you bring your spending money in several different ways (some cash, some cards); your 
guide can best advise on what to use where. 

 
TIPPING  
This is always a matter for your own individual discretion but as in many areas where tourism is an important contributor to the 
economy, it has become customary to give a small gratuity to local staff (rangers & trekking guides), including your guides and 
driver, at the end of a tour if services rendered have been to your satisfaction.   

 
OPTIONAL ACTIVITES AND EXCURSIONS 
To give you maximum flexibility on tour we offer a number of optional activities on the tour. To help budget, approximate prices 
are listed below (in US$ unless otherwise stated. All prices subject to change and availability). 
 

Activity Price (USD) 

Bwindi 
 

Community walk From $30  

 
Responsible Travel 
We strongly believe that you get the most out of a journey by respecting the culture and people of the places you visit. On our 
tours we try to travel in a way that benefits the communities we pass through and minimises negative impact on the environment. 
This can be from ensuring the accommodation we use are clean when we leave and dressing respectfully in conservative areas to 
getting involved with local charity projects. We ask that you are open to this when you travel with us. Being proactive in responsible 
travel helps develop cross-cultural understanding and friendships with the local people and will greatly enhance your experience 
in Africa. 

Contact Us 
UNITED KINGDOM 
Lower Ground Floor 
23A Craven Terrace 
Lancaster Gate 
London 
W2 4DQ 
T: +44 (0) 20 7706 4700  
F: +44 (0) 20 7706 4686 
E: info@acacia-africa.com 

 
SOUTH AFRICA 
PO Box 27632 
Rhine Road 
Cape Town 
8051 
South Africa 
T: +27 (0) 21 556 1157 
F: +27 (0) 21 557 5983 
Skype: acacia-reservations 

 
Get Connected 

WIFI on tour:  
While WIFI is becoming more common in some areas of Africa we cannot guarantee the speed, cost or reliability during your 
tour. 
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Join our Facebook group www.facebook.com/AcaciaAfrica and get connected with other Acacia travelers, check out the pictures, 
videos and feedback from their tours and meet up with other people booked on your tour 
 
Upload your travel stories to Acacia Live: www.acacialive.com 

 
Find us on Instagram #acaciaafrica and tag us in your amazing travel photographs! 
 
Follow us on twitter @AcaciaAfrica and get the latest buzz. Got a question? Ask us on twitter! Or tag us at #AcaciaIsAfrica 
 
Follow our blog at http://acacia-africa.com/blog and get regular updates from our crew on the road as well as other Acacia 
Travellers 
 
Don’t forget to sign up to our newsletter to get regular updates and special offers www.acacia-africa.com  
 
For information on our Adventure Camping and Accommodated Tours, Small Group Safaris, Signature Tours & Safaris (South 
Africa), Short Safaris & Treks, Short Breaks & City Stays and our Tailor-Made Travel, please visit www.acacia-africa.com 

 

 

http://www.facebook.com/AcaciaAfrica
http://www.acacialive.com/
http://acacia-africa.com/blog
http://www.acacia-africa.com/

